Requests for statistical advice
The R+D Directorate offer a limited statistical advisory service for those carrying out portfolio research in the Trust. For an appointment, email annie.herbert@manchester.ac.uk or ring Annie Herbert 0161 20 (64567).
Please complete and return the attached short form prior to the appointment.  This aims to help the statistician be prepared for your query, and to help focus your ideas on a few clearly defined questions. Sending across any relevant documents, e.g. protocol, ethics submission, relevant journal articles, etc., or any data you wish to show the statistician beforehand is also recommended.
Support available

Grant applications & study design

Advice is freely available for non-commercially initiated research.  It is expected that statistical time will be costed in grant applications, and that the statistician will be a co-applicant where a substantial statistical contribution is required.

Ongoing studies – advice

Up to 2 advisory sessions of an hour each are freely available on studies already underway.  This may cover statistical aspects at any stage of the conduct of a project, through analysis, interpretation and presentation through to responding to journal referees’ criticisms.

Ongoing studies – analysis

Analyses will be undertaken at the statistician’s discretion subject to other commitments.  Time required for analysis, including familiarisation with the project and explanation of results, will be costed.  Where a substantial contribution has been made to the project it is expected that the statistician will be a co-author on resulting publications.  Where a lesser contribution receives acknowledgement, it is expected that the statistician will review a draft manuscript before submission for publication.

In order to help the statistician to help you, please:

( seek advice at the earliest possible stage;

( return the attached form in good time before the appointment;

( allow realistic time before impending deadlines.

Statistical Support Request form

(allow the boxes to expand as you write if necessary)

Name:
Department:
Email:
Phone Number:
Title of research project:

What is the main aim of the project?
e.g. this is a pilot study to show that there appears to be a shorter length of stay for patients on a nutritional program, to justify and assist with a suitably powered multi-centre study.
What stage is the project at?
Designing study protocol
☐

Collecting data

☐

Analysis of data

☐

Writing up results

☐

Referees’ comments

☐
What do you need help with?
Designing study 

☐

(e.g. sample size)


Conducting study 

☐

(e.g. randomisation)




Data management

☐

Carrying out analysis
☐

Checking your analysis
☐

Checking interpretation
☐
Describe how the participants in your study will be selected:
e.g. “The study will be advertised to patients in clinics in the Greater Manchester area. Selection criteria will be that patients are aged between 25-90 years and have not been submitted to hospital due to a fracture in the last 10 years.”

How many participants do you intend to include (if known)?

What outcomes do you plan to measure and which do you consider to be the primary outcome measure?

e.g. “I plan to record per patient the age, sex, weight, diastolic/systolic blood pressure, co-morbidities and length of stay since admission. This length of stay will be the primary outcome measure.”
What is the main comparison of interest?

e.g. “The length of stay since admission between the nutrional program patients and control patients.”

Please list any known/expected problems with data:

e.g. “Some patients may be lost to the study through fatality, the length of stay is recorded to the nearest week in some records, etc.”

Please comment on any ideas you have about the study which you have not already mentioned:

e.g. expected results, planned tests for data analysis, methods used in similar studies, etc.

Source of funding for project:
